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Gu’waa’dzi Hau’ba!  
If any community member would like to receive the Acoma Department of Education newsletter, and be a part of our 

mailing list, or would like to nominate a student for our student spotlight section please contact the ADoE office at (505)

552-6077. 

Greetings Everyone, 

The Fall months are near as well as a period of renewal. We are now into a new school year and it has 

already been an adventurous one. Who would have ever thought that elementary and secondary 

schools would have to take on learning through virtual classrooms? Not me. It is a challenging time for 

everyone, especially if you have never had to experience education through virtual classrooms. The 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) is one of the most life-changing events to happen in our life-

time but I am optimistic that we will overcome and live life better and stronger when it’s all over.  

Many of you have taken advantage of our resources at the Department of Education. The Chrome-

books, Jetpacks, and Connectivity Relief Program have proven to be helpful to students and families 

who are trying to navigate the new school year. Please remember that we are here to help you. Call or 

stop by if you have questions or need a resource. The staff can assist with most requests or connect 

families with other potential resources.  

The Haak’u Learning Center and Haak’u Community Academy are serving lunches to their students, 

so please take advantage of this service. Also, each student was given a laptop or other device to help 

with their classroom learning. I strongly suggest that you keep in contact with your child’s teacher 

when you have questions or concerns. Your child’s education is more important than ever and the out-

come of virtual learning is not yet known. Students are required to log on to their classrooms and/or 

complete self-paced work and turn it in. Students who do not log in to their classrooms or turn their 

work in will be considered absent for most schools. It’s important to make sure as parents, we are mon-

itoring our children and making sure they do their part in learning.  

We are trying to come back to work safely at the Department of Education. This means that we are on 

staggered schedules but there is always someone at the office to take calls and assist. Hopefully, the 

Pueblo will continue to show positive results in this pandemic and bring everyone back to work soon. 

But all of this depends on you and I. We must continue to wear our face masks, wash our hands, and 

practice social distancing.  

First-time college students may have headed out to their campus’ and we are excited for them to expe-

rience this new chapter in their pursuit of higher education. It is important for us, as parents and ex-

tended family to support our students and their new experience at college. The time apart between stu-

dents and their families and community will be extra special and well worth it when their degree is in 

hand and opening the door to a new path.  

Everyone, please be safe and take care of yourself and others around you.  

Until next time, 

Melissa E. Riley, Ph.D. 

Executive Director 



Guu waa dzi Parents of Haaku’ Community Academy,  

 
The first week of school was exciting and at times, overwhelming, as we all learn how to manage 
teaching and learning remotely using technology. Seeing all our students online really warmed our 
hearts, and we welcome all the new students. HCA’s enrollment has increased from about 160 to 170 
students. We are so grateful for the guidance and patience given by parents and family members, as 
the students navigate Google Classroom and their work packet assignments.  If there are any ques-
tions or concerns, please call the school, or contact your child’s teacher.  

Getting Online 

On Monday, August 17th, HCA distributed laptop computers to each student. The Acoma Department of Educa-
tion partners with HCA in making sure all families can access the internet with reliable connectivity.  For the most 
part, students are following the virtual online schedule and are attending their live sessions Tuesday through Fri-
day with their homeroom teacher. Mondays, Mr. Hunt conducts his PE classes through assigned lessons on 
Google Meet. If there are any problems with the computer, contact Marcus Pino at 934-6243. If there are prob-
lems with Google Classroom, contact Mr. Autrey, Mr. Peterson,  Mrs. Perez at 552-6671.  

 
Monday Packet Drop Off and Pick Up 

Every Monday our staff will collect completed work packets and pass out the next week’s assignment from 8:00 
A.M. to 2:00 P.M from the gym’s west exit/entrance.  Make sure the packets are clearly labeled with student 
names, grade and the assigned teacher. Thank you parents and care-givers for monitoring your child’s learning.  

  
Teacher Office Hours 

Besides the 2:30- 3:30 P.M. office hours, teachers will now schedule Mondays for additional schoolwork help 
time. Check out teacher-parent letters for specific times. In addition, the 21st Century After-School Tutoring pro-
gram coordination by Mr. Autrey is in the works, and should be up and running by the end of September. The goal 
is to have additional homework help and health and wellness activities available af-
ter 3:30 P.M. Enrichment and cultural lessons are integrated into activities. Stay 
tuned for more information.  

  
VR -Virtual Reality /Bitmoji Classrooms 

Using the Google Slides application, teachers created interactive classrooms where 
students can visit and click icons to access various online programs, supporting the 
teaching of core subjects. Programs like Epic, an online library of over 40,000 
books, are available for students to explore, or read books assigned by the teacher in some VR Classrooms.  The 
VR/Bitmoji Classrooms are located on the Google Classroom platform. 

 
Lunch, Routines and Communication 

Delivering lunch has been running smoothly and on schedule. Let the school know of any changes with your de-
livery.   
Each teacher has sent home a daily schedule to help with class work completion and time management.  

There are many ways to get answers to your questions, such as phone calls, text messages, and Google email. 
Attendance is vital to your child’s success, so keep up the awesome job of helping students log on and enabling 
their cameras.  
We are so grateful for all your time and support. Go Eagles!! 
Mrs. E. Trujillo, Principal  and Mrs. V. Perez, Instructional Coach 

 
Programs Teachers Want You to Know 

Google Classroom- An online program listing announcements, class assignments and links to other edu-

cational materials.  

Moby Max - An individualized learning platform for students to refine skills and learn above at their own 

pace for reading and math.  

Class Dojo -  A fun communication application aimed at lower elementary for parents and teachers.  

 

TinkerCAD -A math and art software used by eighth graders to explore creativity and design skills.  



 

First Time Applicants for the Acoma Higher Education Program 

• Due Date for Applications:  October 1, 2020 

• Due Date for Supporting Documents:  December 1, 2020 

 

Continuing Applicants for the Acoma Higher Education Program 

• Due Date for Application:  November 1, 2020 

• Due Date for Supporting Documents:  December 31, 2020 

 

All Applicants for the Pueblo of Acoma Education Funds 

• Due Date for Application :  October 1, 2020 

• Due Date for Supporting Documents:  December 31, 2020 

 

If you have any questions or would like an application  

emailed to you please contact Leslie M. Vallo or Joanie Sanchez 

at (505) 552-6077 or (505) 401-0016  

Email: lmvallo@poamail.org or jsanchez@poamail.org   

ADoE Scholarship Deadline Dates 
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NEED A LAPTOP FOR SCHOOL? 

The Acoma Department of Education has a limited number of 

Chromebooks to loan out to students in need of a  

laptop for educational purposes. 

For more information please call Joanie Sanchez or  

Leslie M. Vallo at (505) 552-6077 or  

(505) 401-0016. 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU CURRENTLY HAVE INTERNET SERVICE AT HOME WITH 

STUDENTS UTILIIZING THE INTERNET FOR SCHOOL? 

You may be eligible for the Connectivity Relief Program.  

For more information please call Joanie Sanchez or  

Leslie M. Vallo at (505) 552-6077 or  

(505) 401-0016. 

https://helpwiki.evergreen.edu/wiki/index.php/Chromebooks
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Keres Language Institute  

The Keres Language Group will host a Keres Language Fall Institute.  The event is scheduled for 
the third week of October.  This Institute co-hosted by the Department of Education is funded by 
the ANA Grant (Administration for Native Americans).   

 

The goal of the Institute is to educate Acoma tribal members and community exclusively about lan-
guage preservation, resilience, and empowerment.   Presentations and discussions will take place 
that surround empowering the community, encouraging young members to speak Keres, addressing 
the generation gap between fluent and non-fluent speakers, and defining community goals on the 
future of Keres learning.  Continuing education credits may be available.  

 

Topics and speakers to be announced.  We will update you on registration, etc. as the event draws 
near.   Please feel free to contact the Acoma Department of Education at 505-552-6077 if you 
have any questions. 

 

Rebecca Martin 

Language Project Coordinator  



It is important to acknowledge that students are already interested and engaged in using technology, this creates 

many amazing opportunities for schools and teachers to benefit from integrating some forms of technology in the 

classroom and to make teaching and learning more effective. Here are some of the main benefits of using technol-

ogy. 

Improves engagement - When technology is integrated into lessons, students are expected to be more interest-

ed in the subjects they are studying. Technology provides different opportunities to make learning more fun and 

enjoyable in terms of teaching same things in new ways. For instance, delivering teaching through gamification, 

taking students on virtual field trips and using other online learning resources. What is more, technology can en-

courage a more active participation in the learning process, which can be hard to achieve through a traditional 

lecture environment. 

Improves knowledge retention - Students who are engaged and interested in things they are studying, are ex-

pected to have a better knowledge retention. As mentioned before, technology can help to encourage active par-

ticipation in the classroom, which also is a very important factor for increased knowledge retention. Different 

forms of technology can be used to experiment with and decide what works best for students in terms of retaining 

their knowledge. 

Encourages individual learning - No one learns in the same way because of different learning styles and different 

abilities. Technology provides great opportunities for making learning more effective for everyone with different 

needs. For example, students can learn at their own speed, review difficult concepts or skip ahead if they need to. 

What is more, technology can provide more opportunities for struggling or disabled students. Access to the Inter-

net gives students access to a broad range of resources to conduct research in different ways, which in turn can 

increase the engagement. 

Encourages collaboration - Students can practice collaboration skills by getting involved in different online activi-

ties. For instance, working on different projects by collaborating with others on forums or by sharing documents 

on their virtual learning environments. Technology can encourage collaboration with students in the same class-

room, same school and even with other classrooms around the world.  

Students can learn useful life skills through technology - By using technology in the classroom, both teachers and 

students can develop skills essential for the 21st century. Students can gain the skills they will need to be successful 

in the future. Modern learning is about collaborating with others, solving complex problems, critical thinking, de-

veloping different forms of communication and leadership skills, and improving motivation and productivity. What 

is more, technology can help develop many practical skills, including creating presentations, learning to differenti-

ate reliable from unreliable sources on the Internet, maintaining proper online etiquette, and writing emails. These 

are very important skills that can be developed in the classroom. 

Benefits for teachers - With countless online resources, technology can help improve 

teaching. Teachers can use different apps or trusted online resources to enhance the 

traditional ways of teaching and to keep students more engaged. Virtual lesson 

plans, grading software and online assessments can help teachers save a lot time. 

This valuable time can be used for working with students who are struggling. What is 

more, having virtual learning environments in schools enhances collaboration and 

knowledge sharing between teachers. 

Excerpt from Webanywhere website, to learn more about different ways of incor-

porating technology, visit this website.  

TOP 6 BENEFITS OF USING TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM 



P.O. Box 307 

Pueblo of Acoma, NM  87034 

The Workforce and Innovation Act (WIOA) program is currently seeking new participants.  Please read the flyer in the 
previous newsletter for all the documents required and pick up an application TODAY!  If you know anyone who is 
looking for a job or don’t know where to start, please send them to my office.  We currently have 4 participants who are 
doing Work Experience with the Acoma Department of Education, Haak’u Community Academy and Acoma Behav-
ioral Health Services. 

I’ve been working with New Mexico Public Education, Santa Fe Indian School, Acoma Housing Authority and with Aco-
ma Higher Education staff on placing WIFI hotspots within the community.  Thanks to PAHA for collaborating with us 
and allowing us to utilize Cedar Hills Apartment Community Complex to place a WIFI unit inside.  This can be used by 
community members who need WIFI services to complete their work for classes.  We also placed units at a couple of 
teachers’ homes from the Haak’u Community Academy and they have graciously agreed to open their yards for com-
munity students to park and utilize the WIFI hotspot.  Community members please respect their yards and homes, do 
not litter and don’t take anything!  If you need access please call our office for the teacher’s name, so we can let them 
know ahead of time.          

I would like to wish all our students a happy, stress free and productive school year!  It’s a new way to learn but take 
your time and stay on top of your schoolwork!     

If you have any questions or want to know more about the WIOA program, please come on in and visit us at the De-
partment of Education Building. 

Thank You, 
Nolan P. Valdo 
Employment and Training Coordinator 

Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act Program 


